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John 15:4-5
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 

itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 

abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 

abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 

apart from me you can do nothing.

Cultivating our Relationship with the Lord



Worry
My child is not going to be ok
I can’t trust God with my child

Comparison
My children must look, behave or speak as well as others
I need to juggle the house, job, kids, church activities etc. like others

Overwhelm
There is more that I should/must do than I have the capacity to do
It all depends on me

Pulling the Weeds



Philippians 4:6-7
do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.
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1 Corinthians 12:17-19
If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of 

hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the 

sense of smell? But as it is, God arranged the members in the 

body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single 

member, where would the body be?
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Psalm 127
Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches 

over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.

It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious toil; for he gives 

to his beloved sleep.

Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward.

Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one's youth.

Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them! He shall not be put to shame when he speaks 

with his enemies in the gate.



Cultivator’s Mindset
• The Gospel should inform and shape every part of 

our parenting
• We cultivate, but God alone grows our children
• Expect cultivating to be hard
• Expect fruit to come over time and in God’s timing 

(not our timing) 



1 Corinthians 3:5-7
What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom 

you believed, as the Lord assigned to each.  I planted, Apollos 

watered, but God gave the growth.  So neither he who plants 

nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 

growth.



1 Peter 4:12
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes 

upon you to test you, as though something strange were 

happening to you.



Galatians 6:7-9
Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that 

will he also reap.  For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the 
flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from 

the Spirit reap eternal life.  And let us not grow weary of doing good, 

for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.



Cultivator’s Actions
• Nurturing

• Pruning
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